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Basic Theme of the Old Testament
H O W  T H E  B I B L E  I S  O R G A N I Z E D

GENERAL OVERVIEW

THEME: God is imposing his reign of peace and righteousness upon this rebellious 
world through the agency of Abraham’s seed, and He will not be defeated. As He 

establishes this rule, man is continually rebelling, but God is continually saving man.

Man is to have dominion over creation 
(Gen. 1:26-28), but man is under God’s 
dominion, mediating the rule of God 
over the earth (Gen. 2:16-17). At the 
FALL, man refused to submit to God.
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Earth will rule over man and ultimately 
swallow him up in death (Genesis 
3:16-19). God’s judgement → the curse → 
will have dominion over man. Labor, 
pain, and death.

Despite God’s judgment at the fall, God restores 
man to himself. All throughout the OT we see 
God’s proud enemies rising up against him, and 
his gracious restoration of those he has 
committed himself to in covenantal love.
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God is moving 
history to a great 
renewal of his 
people who will 
reign with him 
forever and ever 
(Daniel 7:15-25).

God 
chooses 
Abraham to 
mediate his 
rule over 
the nations 
through the 
nation of 
Israel.
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Israel was 
chosen, but 
Israel 
rebels. She 
lets the 
nations 
enforce 
their rule 
over her.

Assyria & 
Babylon rule 
over Israel and 
God institutes 
the “times of the 
Gentiles” 
(present day). 
But someday…


